FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Life in Abundance

Heavenly Father,

your Son, Jesus, is the Lamb

who models selfless love for others.

May we imitate his life-giving service.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd,

who guides and gathers your people, making
us one.

May we seek reconciliation and healing,

and strive to sustain the bonds of peace.
Jesus is the gate

through whom we enter eternal life with you.
May we seek salvation in him alone

and bring others to share in the life he offers
so that all people will have life in abundance.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 3, 2020

Heeding His Call
2

Today’s Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36—41; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b—4,
5, 6 (1); 1 Peter 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10. We find consola-
tion in the Gospel passage as we identify with the sheep
who recognize and follow the voice of Christ, our shepherd.
Jesus praises his sheep for trusting him alone. We are fur-
ther uplifted by the promise of enjoying a life of fullness
with God.

Although Jesus speaks of his sheep in glowing terms,
we know how easily sheep go astray. Our Second Reading
reminds us that there are times we prefer to wander off. It is
difficult to follow the example of Christ, the innocent Lamb
who suffered for our sake. It is difficult to respond to insults
with kindness and patience. It is difficult to act with justice

and integrity when we are dismissed for doing so. Sometimes
it is easier to ignore God’s voice and go our own way.

The reading from Acts assures us that our Good
Shepherd keeps calling us, even if we stop listening. Even if
we think we have wandered so far away we won’t hear him,
his voice will reach our ears. He calls because he wants us
to have life in abundance, but also because there are others
who are not yet part of his flock. As we heed our Shepherd’s
call, we may discover that we can shepherd others toward
him. These people also need to hear his voice, to be wel-
comed into the fold, and to share in the gift of the Holy
Spirit that brings us into eternal life with God.



THIS WEEK AT HOME

Monday, May 4
One Flock

The first big challenge the early Church faced was whether to
admit non-Jews into the community. Since Jesus was Jewish,
some people insisted that non-Jews who wished to follow
Christ also had to follow Jewish laws, such as what foods
they could eat. In response, Peter speaks of a vision in which
God dispenses both Jews and Gentiles from such laws. The
two groups can now come together to form one flock with
Jesus as their shepherd. Pray for the grace to welcome
all kinds of people into God’s flock. Today’s Readings:
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3—4; John 10:11-18.

Tuesday, May 5
Speaking to Them

The sheep who recognize the voice of their shepherd include
the people of Antioch. At first, only the Jews in Antioch had
the story of Christ proclaimed to them. No one talked with
the Gentiles. When some people finally did, their preaching
was so successful that a large number “was added to the
Lord.” There are people who will welcome the Good News if
we share it with them, and if we speak with compassion and
sincerity. Today’s Readings: Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87:1b-3,
4-5, 6-7; John 10:22-30.

Wednesday, May 6
The Spirit Speaks

In a rare moment in Acts, the Holy Spirit speaks directly to
the Apostles. If we long for the Holy Spirit to speak clearly
to us, we should note that the Apostles heard the Spirit while
they were praying and fasting. Moreover, they had dedicated
themselves to God’s work, just as Jesus had. Jesus spoke only
as his Father commanded him and worked signs because of
his perfect obedience. Our Lenten practices helped us listen
to the Spirit and follow Christ. Do you have Easter practices
that are helping you heed the Spirit’s call? Today’s Readings:
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; John 12:44-50.
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Thursday, May 7

Salvation Continues

Jesus tells his disciples to imitate his life of loving service,
but he also notes that not all of them will. He knows that
Judas will betray him. In Acts, Paul and Barnabas travel with
a fellow Christian, John, but he leaves them after a short
while. It is difficult, sometimes even painful, when someone
close to us turns away from us. Sometimes there is nothing
we can do, but sometimes there is. Have you had a conflict
with a family member or a friend that you can resolve?
Today’s Readings: Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25
and 27; John 13:16-20.

Friday, May 8
His Way

As Paul continues his speech in the synagogue, he reminds
his listeners that people rejected Jesus. What happens to peo-
ple who reject Jesus? If we expect such people to be excluded
from God’s reign, we might be in for a surprise. Sometimes
we forget that Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life,” and
we are not. Jesus alone decides who enters God’s Kingdom.
Such final judgments are not ours to make. Say a prayer
of thanksgiving for God’s great mercy. Today’s Readings:
Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6—7, 8-9, 10—11ab; John 14:1-6.

Saturday, May 9
Light from Light

By asking Jesus to show them the Father, Philip reveals that
he doesn’t yet understand that by seeing Jesus, he sees the
Father. Jesus is the light who reveals the eternal radiance of
God. Therefore, by proclaiming Jesus to the Gentiles, people
like Paul and Barnabas spread God’s light across the world.
They do great works, just as Jesus did. Spend time in prayer
today asking Jesus what works you could do to further glo-
rify God. Today’s Readings: Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98:1,
2-3ab, 3cd—4; John 14:7-14.
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